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Figure 2.61: Work camp at Ch’ëdähdëk. 
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archaeologists. This site is contained 
entirely within Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
settlement land. 

The site is managed in accordance with 
the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Heritage Act, 
Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in "Land Based Heritage 
Resources Policy," and the Tr'ondëk 
Hwëch’in Lands and Resources Act.

No further work other than monitoring 
has occurred at Mission Island, the 
Ch’ëdähdëk Tth’än K’et (Dënezhu 
Graveyard), Fort Cudahy, or Fort 
Constantine.

Tr’ochëk
Tr’ochëk is on a level bench wrapping 
around a steep hillside with banks facing 
both the Yukon and Klondike rivers. 
This is an alluvial plain, built up from an 
accumulation of silt deposits from the 
two rivers.

For several seasons in the late 1990s 
and early 2000s, archaeologists worked 
with Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in youth to 
locate the homes of our ancestors and 
the evidence of their activities at this 

place. Since Tr’ochëk is on a flood plain 
and has flooded frequently over the 
years, the regularly deposited silts have 
preserved evidence from different times. 
Several distinct levels of occupation were 
uncovered, including five tiers associated 
with our use of the site, both pre- and 
post-contact. Excavated artifacts include 
historical items dating back to the time of 
contact and trade with Europeans (such 
as beads, dishes, and metal tools) and 
also evidence prior to this contact (such 
as animal bones, stone tools, and hearths) 
that indicate frequent use over the past 
500 years or so. We recovered evidence 
of early fishing and processing practices, 
including fish bones, stone net sinkers, 
and bone needles. Our elders identified 
and explained many of these resources.

Overlying our early occupation of the 
site are extensive historical resources 
dating from the early twentieth 
century—the period of occupation 
by the Nödlet—including remains of 
buildings, machinery, bottles from the 
brewery, and railway remnants. A 1998 
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